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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 1 1910 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, GW, FR, 

SUBJECT: FRANCO-GERMAN SUMMIT: PLUTON NOT ON AGENDA 

REF: PARIS 18849 

1. RELIABLE FMOD AND CHANCELLERY SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED 
THAT THE PLUTON ISSUE IS NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR THE 
GISCARD-SCHMIDT MEETING SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN 

BONN ON JULY 25. APPARENTLY THE GERMANS GAVE SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION TO MAKING THE ISSUE A FORMAL AGENDA ITEM. HOW- 
EVER, WE WERE TOLD THAT DEFMIN LEBER FINALLY DECIDED 
AGAINST MAKING SUCH A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CHANCELLOR. 
ALTHOUGH THE GERMAN SIDE DOES NOT INTEND TO RAISE THE 
ISSUE, THE POSSIBILITY OF ITS ARISING IN THE COURSE OF 
THE PRIVATE GISCARD SCHMIDT CONVERSATION CAN NOT BE 
EXCLUDED. 

2. THE GERMAN PRESS HAS RECENTLY BEEN GIVING CONSIDER- 
ABLE PLAY TO THE PLUTON STATIONING ISSUE. ONE JOURNALIST 
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EVEN SUGGESTED A BONN-PARIS ATOMIC AXIS WAS IN THE OFFING. 
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SUCH REPORTING DOES NOT SQUARE WITH COMMENTS FROM 
OFFICIALS IN BONN. AS RATIONALE FOR THE GERMAN 
DECISION NOT TO TALK ABOUT PLUTON ON THIS OCCASION, 

OFFICIALS ADVANCED THE ARGUMENT THAT IT WAS NOT A SUIT- 
ABLE SUBJECT AT THE PRESENT TIME BECAUSE OF GISCARD'S 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL NEED TO REAFFIRM FRANCE'S INDEPENDENT 
STANCE ON NUCLEAR MATTERS. 

HILLENBRAND 
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